41(1                                                         LETTER TO COURT
50.    In the 19th paragraph of our letter per Royal George dated the 29th
September 1763, you \\ere advised that in consequence of the slow march of
our troops, an address was made to the Dutch desiring them to collect in the
saltpetre belonging to both our factories during the war with Cossini Aly Cawn
and that when it would be dispatched down they would order our proportion
to be delivered us.   Their answer intimating that they were little disposed to
assist our affairs, determined us to use every means for securing as large a share
of that year's petre as possible, and for that purpose, Major Adams was wrote
to, to take possession of the ait rungs and all the petre that could be collected
without loss of time.   The Dutch reply stands minuted in Consultation the
12th September 63.
51.    In our letter per Osterly of the 19th December 1763, you were further
advised that the Dutch had taken advantage of the troubles to avail them-
selves of the ophium trade in so much that we were likely
ara " " '            to meet with difficulty in procuring even the small quan-
tity wanted for Fort Marlborough. Their original letters relative to that affair
were forwarded by the same opportunity.
52.   We wrote also very fully by the Osterly in answer to the complaints
of the Dutch concerning the article of ophium referring at the same time
for a more particular explanation to our minutes of Con-
sultation the 3rd October of the same year as well as to
Mr. M. Guire himself who was then on his departure for Europe.   These being
the only lights we have or could obtain on that subject we can only again
refer to them.
53.   The Chief and Council at Chinsurah having made complaint to us
of an insult offered to their chief Mr. Vernet by Captain Waple, we called
Mr. Waple before us who not excusing himself to our satisfaction, we obliged
him to make an acknowledgement suitable to the insult he had been guilty
of and satisfactory to the Dutch.
54.    Upon a remonstrance from the Dutch at Houghly concerning the
proportion of saltpetre intended for them this season, we have agreed to supply
16 Septr               them with the proportion of one third part of all the cutcha
petre wherever produced, either at Patna or any of the
aurungs, leaving them at liberty to refine it in the same manner as we do that
for our own investment.
55.    In consequence of Mr. Law the French Governor's application for a
supply of saltpetre to ballast two homeward bound French ships, we agreed
to supply him with nine thousand maunds which could be spared from our
own occasions. We have also at the earnest request of the Dutch spared them
3000 bags of saltpetre to be deducted from their proportion on its way
from Patna.
56.    The commissary appointed on the part of Mr. Law to receive charge
of the French factory at Ballasore, objected to the receiving it in its present
condition and made a demand of three thousand five hundred rupees for
damages sustained since the conclusion of the peace; to put an end to the
dispute, we agreed to pay three thousand rupees but Mr. l^iw seeing the